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Happy childhood memories brought into focus after a bout with
cancer inspired Sylvia Emmerton to write a children’s book about
simpler times in Townsville writes IAN FRAZER

OWES Ery had cockles,

oysters andd beach almond

Lrees when Syivia

Emmerton followed her
mab there in the 19508,

Mearly 50 venrs on, S¥1via has
written achildren's boak, My Mok
ol Te The Boach, from
memories of the track [rom
garbukt bo Rowes Bay.

Today the trecs remain, but the
cockles and oyaters have vanlshed
like Lhe Billies her kin carriod for
brewing ten.

Townsville publisher Black Ink
Press will lnpnch the book under o
besch almand tree on Mondiy,
Muorch 21 — known as the
International Doy for Ellmination
of Racial Discrimination, or
Harmony Doy,

Sylvin, ntencheral Shalom
Chrlstian College. began writing
about four years ago, durlng
treatment for cianeer.

EZhe began with stories abont
tadpoles nnd caterpilkars for her
primory sehool sclenee classes and
then dealded to polate memorles of
tagging along o the beach with
grown=ups, vinthe Garbult cattle
yards, Hnppy Valley anc She
CEMmaLeTy.

“Because [was home, silting
aroind the house, Idealded Lo et
creative and write storles for kids
Ak saheol” she satd an Tucsday nt
her hame in Jensen,

Iustrated by Jagquanna Eiliott,
My Mob Golnge to The Boach
deplets the northern frnge of
Townsvitle s dry, sun-blenched
bush, and Happy Yalley as ashady,
black cackatoo-inhabited camp
beslde a reedy lagoon. -

Like Sylvia, Jagquanns knows the
area well, having once lived in
Happy Valley.

“Ihave been through pratiy hard
times In Townsviile,” she sald this
waek,

I havelived In Lhe parksand T
have spent time in Happy Valley as
well,

“Lam notashamed to say that,
It's a matter of experionce.

“Lam privileged. It's been n
privilege and an honour todo this
waork.”

Eobth author and llusirator o
thelr innosent, Ingquisitive
charpeters will make renders of all
ages rethink Townsville's histony
and that it ean further harmony in
It oW Wiy,

However, Syivia says ahe did not
seloul with any grand plam,

"L have good memaories,” she said,

*1 thought it would be n good
place b arits abot,

T haut] oo peodnt to miake nt the
tmee, Bt 1t has tarncd out that
way fromm the fecdbadk that's boen
vary posttive,

=Iv's made alot of differoncs to
peaple down there (ot Happy
Valleyh™

She conceded there had beon
many changes since her ohildbood
In Garbull, the youngest of Dakay
Palterson's five chilldren, born in
1653

Townsville had been "Very
racial” in the 19505 and 805,

“The things that white pecple
ditl and black people did wer very
differont.” sk said.

“ILwasn't nasty for me. but I ot
mlong witl both sldes of Uhe Lrick.”
_She remembered Happy Valley

az a gquiet comp, whers horuncles
and auntics always stopped fora
suppa, whilte she nnd the other
ehildeen searched the fringe of the
lagpenm ToF wilil duck eggs.

It bl anly & STl prermanent
papulation in those diys,” she sndd,

1 think it wag telt alone more
Ehan i 15 reowt.

“It wns non-alookholic. My
maother's fnmily and uneles and

aunts did not drink.”

Sherecalls o scattering of Bouses
and zrmall shark-proof swimming
enclosurs al Rowes By,

“The fishing was always poosd —
wealways gob & fead, but you can't
oven [inda cockle now,” she snéd.

Jaguannn Ellott, an artist and
soeulptor who has Hved in
Townzville for about 13 years, sees
My Mob Going To The Beach as o
book for all nges.

She Ukes the uncluttered
outdoors lifewhich il depiets.

“It°s the kind of life that the Tam
HEnwyer TOVEEs are written about,™
she said.

HThese days a lot of technelogy
has taken away the 2imple things —

Artlst Jacquanna Elliett, ilstratar
of the chBdren's bock,
Goet to the Beach Pheto: 2COIT

RADFORTD-CRISHOLM wrpzony

Ay Mol

= et
things thint keep families together,

“Ldidn't bring my daughier up
on TV, It was books, books, books."

Her journey from panelbeater
and deckhand came through o
charge meeting four ¥ Ears ago
with Jeanle Adnms, Lhe founderof
Elack Ink Press,

She found that Jeanbe was the
author and jllesteater of hor
Tavourite book, Going for Qysters,
published in 1891, and showed her
same of her artwaork.

Shecontributed an illustration
? Black Ink's lirst book, Crow

cathiors: An Indigenoes
CallecHon of Pooms and Images,
prublished i 2003, nmcl s now
working on n new ook By

Townsyville authar Janalle Evana,

M Evans and graphle deslgner
Fabble Poulwon the 2004 Henry
Mayer Media Prize for thelr |
contribution to Craw Feathers,

Elack Ink prow from Jeanie
Adams’ desive to foster indigenous
writing while working at Aurakun
between 1076 ned 1584

Ttwas lnunched in 2001 by the
alga-binkl Institute for
Community Develapment, under
the guldnnce of the United
Aboriginal and Istander Christian
Congress, and with fending Iromny
the Australin Councll and Arts
Gueensland.

Ay Mob Godng To The Beack is
Black Ink Presss fourth title.
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